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Tēnā Koutou Katoa, Greetings to you,  

VISION STATEMENT  
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 

Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

I spent the last weekend working with Principals, Head 
Prefects and some Deputies from our Marist Network 
of Colleges.  The students’ present were role models of 
our Catholic and Marist educational aspirations.  They 
have all been appointed because they represent much 
of what is the best in our Catholic and Marist education 
system. 

There were opportunities for the students’ to reflect 
upon their role as senior leaders after having had one 
term behind them.  They were also challenged to look 
forward and to give consideration to this time next year 
when they will have left school.  Throughout much of 
the conversation the students’ made reference to their 
values and beliefs.  Not all of the values and beliefs 
being expressed reflected mainstream Catholic     
teaching and beliefs.  

It was interesting to see how the students’ world      
experience, including their time at a Catholic school, 
was used to critique and shape their values and       
beliefs.  It reminded me that we profess to believe in a 
holy catholic Church and not a Holy Catholic Church.  
Catholic with a small “c” is understood to refer to a 
whole body of Christian believers who have placed 
their faith in Jesus the Christ and as such, considerable 
diversity is recognised and accepted.    

The essential aspects of this catholic faith took a      
considerable time to discern.  For a few hundred years 
they debated whether Jesus and the Holy Spirit existed 
prior to Jesus’ time on earth.  Such  debate helped the 
early Church reach a common understanding and this 
was expressed in the early creeds which we use today.   

The Apostles Creed (see below) makes no statement 
about the divinity of Jesus or the Holy Spirit.  However, 
the Nicene Creed of 390 AD does make an explicit 
statement about this issue.  It took almost 400 years of 
debate before the Christian community reached some 
common understanding.  

I think it’s important to remember this when we hear 
voices challenging us towards a new understanding 
and a new emphasis within our Catholic and catholic 
faith.  In our past we have supported slavery, torture, 
and warfare against other faiths.  We have thankfully 
moved on from such attitudes and behaviour because 
it was challenged by a brave few.   

The Church is constantly evolving over time.  Very few 
things are cast in stone.  Like the early Christians, we 
should be open to listening and discerning whether the 
Holy Spirit is prompting us towards more change.  For 
change has been the history of the Church.  

The Apostles Creed: 

I believe in God, 
the Father Almighty, 
Creator of Heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day, He rose again. 
He ascended to Heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Richard Stanton 

PRINCIPAL 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEE           
ELECTIONS 

Have you considered offering your skills and 
enthusiasm to the College?  Very soon, we will be 
electing a new Board of Trustees.  Would you be 
interested? 

The Board is responsible for the "big picture" or vision 
of the College and for ensuring that resources are 
sufficient to enable this vision.  The Board makes the 
policy in most areas, while other policy is set by 
Government agencies.  The Board decides policy 
around school safety, educational goals, financial 
controls, student behaviour and employing staff.  The 
Board works closely with the Principal to help bring 
about the desired outcomes of the schools 
community.  The Principal is given authority from the 
Board to manage the school in its day-to-day activities, 
while the Board primarily concerns itself with 
governance issues and ensuring that the desired 
educational outcomes are achieved.  

Are you interested?  We will be calling for nominations 
very soon. 



APRIL 
Sat 9 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 11 AUT Liaison Visit  9.00am 

Mon 11 Junior Speech Competitions  11.25am - 1.30pm 

Tue 12 - Wed 13 Level 3 Barista Course NorthTec  

Wed 13 Tai Tokerau Festival Otamatea High School 8.30am 

Wed 13 Victoria University Liaison Visit  9.00am 

Fri 15 Last Day of Term 1 School finishes 3.10pm  

MAY 
Mon 2 First Day of Term 2 School starts 8.45am 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 1 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS ... 
On Friday 18th March our students, along with other International students in the district, were invited to a special 
ceremony at the Council Chambers, Forum North by the Mayor, Mrs Sheryl Mai. 

She welcomed our students and spoke about life in Whangarei.  How the students would benefit from staying in such a 
beautiful part of New Zealand and how fortunate they were to have this wonderful experience.  They watched a video 
highlighting many of our tourist attractions throughout Northland and were presented with a signed certificate. 

This was a great time for our students to socialise with other International students throughout the community. 

Julia Lecky, DEAN OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

FUNDRAISING FOR FIJI ... 
In February a group of 25 Year 12 Pompallier students went to a justice leadership day at Caritas, the Catholic aid 
agency, in Auckland.  We learned about the challenges which less privileged people in places like Cambodia and Syria 
face, and how we can help them.  You can see some photos from the leadership day here. 

Since then, Cyclone Winston has hit Fiji, and we received an email from Caritas asking us to help with the relief effort. 
They told us that initial needs are for food, shelter (tents and tarpaulins), seeds, and farming equipment to re-plant 
destroyed crops, and that the best way we can help is by raising money. 

We have decided to fundraise by holding a buskers’ festival at school on the last three Fridays of this term.  We’ll be 
doing a sausage sizzle and selling ice creams, while students busk around the quad.  We have some amazing 
musicians at Pompallier and we hope to create a great atmosphere and have fun, while raising money for the victims of 
Cyclone Winston. 

We would like each student to bring some money on Friday 1st, Friday 8th, and Friday 15th of April, so that they can 
enjoy a sausage ($2), an icecream ($1) and give the buskers a gold coin too – ideally a $2 coin!  We hope you will 
support this fundraising activity, and we’ll let you know how much we raise for Fiji. 

Thank you!  Pompallier Caritas Justice Leadership Group 

P.S:  You can also donate online on the Caritas website. 



SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 1, Week 10 
SPORTS FUNDRAISING RAFFLE  

The Sports Department is hoping to raise funds towards  
purchasing new tracksuits for our College sports teams, 
by holding a raffle.  A funding application has also been 
sent to a Sports Foundation. 

All players in Pompallier sports teams (Basketball,      
Football, Hockey & Netball) will be asked to sell a few 
tickets each, at $3 per ticket. 

There will be a special meeting set for each team to     
collect tickets, so please ensure you come along.  All   
ticket numbers will be recorded and any losses will      
require players to cover the cost themselves please. 

We hope to get the ticket sales done very quickly at the 
start of Term 2 so we can draw winners for the six prizes!  
(See flyer around school). 

RESULTS - NETBALL GRADING 

Intermediate Team 1 started their grading by winning the 
first game versus TAS Int 11 - 2, and losing the second 
one against Te Kapehu Whetu Int 6 - 3.  

SPORTS UNIFORMS 

Uniforms are issued to players and it is their responsibility 
to wash and take care of them for the entire season.  Any 
damage or loss will incur a replacement fee. 

Hockey:  Your uniforms have been issued this week.  If 
you were absent, please see Mrs Yorke or Mrs Lecky as 
one will have been kept for you. 

Football: Next term in Week 1, each team will be called 
so keep an eye on the daily notices please. 

Uniform shorts and a shirt is provided for teams, and    
these are worn with our College socks which players 
purchase from the Sports Department.  If you are new to 
the team, or lost your pair from last season – you pay $15 
at the College office, then take your receipt to Mrs Yorke 
(during interval or lunchtime) to get the socks. 

FOOTBALL TEAM TRIALS / TRAINING 

Boys team trials started this week and will be held again 
on the College field after-school next Monday 11th April.   
The girls are welcome to attend this for practice too. 

The Coach of the girls team is in currently in Spain at a 
Coaching workshop, and we hope to get the girls together 
during the holidays.  It is likely they will meet at school on 
the first Tuesday 19th and/or Thursday 21st of April. 

You will be emailed, or the senior girls will get a message 
around at school before the holidays end ☺ 

YEAR 7 & 8 BASKETBALL 

Training in the College gym at lunchtime started this 
Thursday and will continue throughout the season (except 
during holidays). 

The competition starts next term on Wednesday 4th May.  
We hope to have all permission slips returned to the 
Sports Office, and fees paid to reception, by the end of 
Term 1 please. 

YEAR 9 - 13 BASKETBALL 

We are organising a Coach and have a team manager for 
the Junior Boys to enter the competition next term.  More 
information to come ☺ 

RESULTS - SWIMMING 

Congratulations to Annabell Simpson and Ciara Smith for 
qualifying and entering the NZ Open Swimming        
Championships.  Both had great results: 

Annabell Simpson:  

A final 200m Backstroke – 10th overall 

B final 100m Backstroke – 13th overall 

B final 50m Backstroke – 14th overall 

Ciara Smith: 

A final 200m Breaststroke – 10th overall 

A final 100m Breaststroke – 3rd overall 

A final 50m Breaststroke – 2nd overall 

Well done girls! 

RESULTS - COMBINED TRAINING 

Claire Martin competed at this event.  As part of a     
composite team they placed 4th in Dressage.   

Congratulations Claire! 

 

Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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     Remember, if you have a student            
success you would like to share,  

email us at … 

newsletter@pompallier.school.nz 



SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Early next term we will be offering a Baptism, Confirmation, Reconciliation, and First Holy Communion programme for 
those students who have not received one or more of these sacraments and would like to do so. 

If you have a child, or children, at Pompallier Catholic College who has not received these sacraments, please talk with 
them about it and if they would like to enrol in this course please let me know before the second term starts on 2nd May.   

Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion are about belonging – belonging to God and to his Family, the Church.  
We enter the Church through Baptism, as through a door.  In Confirmation our new faith is strengthened, and in Holy 
Communion we take our place at the Family Table to be sustained in our weakness.  Reconciliation (or confession) is to 
receive God’s forgiveness, enabling us to pick ourselves up after sin and start out afresh.  In each of these sacraments 
Jesus is there.  In a most mysterious and gentle way, he really comes to us.  As you may know, these moments can be 
a great source of peace and happiness to a young person, and throughout the whole of life. 

You may be wondering about the necessary background to receiving these sacraments.  Your son or daughter has   
already experienced a degree of Catholic belonging here at Pompallier Catholic College.  They have seen some of   
these sacraments take place (e.g. Mass), and will know from observation some of what life as a Catholic entails. 

The preparation programme will be run by Fr Phil Bennenbroek, generally during period 3 or 4 on a Thursday, for     
approximately ten weeks (excluding holidays).  Bishop Patrick Dunn will celebrate the sacraments of Confirmation and 
First Holy Communion at a school Mass in September. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact either Anna Williams or Shaun Davison.   

We look forward to hearing from you.  

Anna Williams Shaun Davison 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

anna.williams@pompallier.school.nz shaun.davison@pompallier.school.nz 

 

P.S: 

If you would like to enrol your son or daughter in the sacramental programme, 
please provide the following information for them, via email to Anna Williams: 

Name 

Whānau Class / Year level 

Have they been baptised? 

If so, what religion?   Where?   What date? 

Have they made their First Holy Communion? 

Have they been Confirmed? 
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
27 - 29 May, 2016 

Allenby Park Motor Inn 
Manukau, Auckland 

A special weekend encouraging couples to focus on 
each other, their communication, priorities, lifestyle and 
relationship - WOW!! 

Phone 0800 ENCOUNTER (0800 362 686) for more  
information and BOOK NOW! 

REMINDER TO ALL VISITORS  
You MUST report to Reception upon 

arrival at the College. 

Please do not go directly to your child’s classroom, or 
elsewhere in the College grounds, without signing in at 
Reception first.   

This is a legal requirement in order for the College 
to comply with the Heath & Safety At Work Act 2015, 
and the Vulnerable Children Act 2014.    

Thank you. 
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YEAR 11 MĀORI TRIP TO MITIMITI: 1 - 4 April, 2016 


